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August 26, 2024 

Dear Planning Board Chair Artie Harris, Vice-Chair Mitra Pedoeem, and Commissioners Hedrick, Bartley, and 

Linden: 

               
The Coalition for Transit Alternatives to Midcounty Highway Extended (TAME Coalition) submits the following 

letter and attachments1, including the Call to Action, as formal commentary into the public record for the 

Master Plan of Highways and Transitways 2024 Technical Update. 

 

      The Call to Action publication contains an assemblage of fundamental 
         issues, justifiable reasons, and actions for removing M83 highway from  
         Master Plans.      

 

 

All revisions and updates to county master plans are technical in nature, involving thorough reviews, detailed 

analyses, and specific policy recommendations and actions regarding the myriad issues addressed in such 

plans.   Five (5) categories of technical changes are included in the draft Master Plan of Highways and 

Transitways (MPOHT), including, 1) Removal of Streets; 2) Changes to Street Classification, Target Speeds, and 

Planned Lanes;  3) Addition or Removal of Transitways;  4) Addition or Removal of Transit Stations;  5) Creation 

of Growth Corridor Street Types. 

 

1We respectfully request that this letter, the attached six (6) letters,  and the TAME Coalition’s report, “Call to Action. The 

Foundation, Rationale, and Mandate for Removing Proposed Midcounty Highway Extended (M83) from all Master Plan in 

Montgomery County, Maryland,” be included in the official public record for the Planning Board’s public review period 

and public hearing. The six (6) letters found at:   http://tamecoalition.org/m83-opposition/   were sent to the County 

Council from transit, environmental, and civic organizations that describe the harms M83 would cause, and that demand 

action be taken to permanently cancel and remove the entirety of the proposed M83 highway from the MPOHT.   

https://tamecoalition.org/
http://tamecoalition.org/m83-opposition/
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The MPOHT 2024 Technical Update must not foreclose other specific transportation 

elements from consideration.   

1.  The entirety of the Midcounty Highway Extended (M83) is one such technical component that TAME  
      Coalition and its partners are requesting the Planning Board to remove from the MPOHT.  
 
2.  The 2024 MPOHT update is the appropriate instrument for removing M83 highway. 

3.  Nearly 20% of all public comments received by the county on the 2024 MPOHT update were with regard  
     to  M83 highway, and all of these comments stated that M83 needs to be removed from the MPOHT.     
      https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/agenda-item/june-27-2024/ (item No. 12).  
 
4.  No comments were received requesting M83 highway be retained.  

a. This reflects the overwhelming public agreement that final and permanent removal of M83 highway 
     from the MPOHT and all county master plans is in the public interest. 

b.  Numerous environmental and civic organizations also demand that the Planning Board and County  

      Council take action to permanently cancel and remove the entirety of the proposed M83 highway 

      from the MPOHT. 

 

 

 Significant, high-level actions have already been taken that invalidate the M83 highway. 

1.  County Council Resolution No. 18-957, Transportation Solutions for Northwest Montgomery County,  
      nullified and stripped reliance on M83 highway in all future master plans, and for addressing future  
      roadway capacity needs and regional traffic movement.          

https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=8710_1_4855_Resolution_18-
957_Adopted_20171031.pdf  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/agenda-item/june-27-2024/
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=8710_1_4855_Resolution_18-957_Adopted_20171031.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=8710_1_4855_Resolution_18-957_Adopted_20171031.pdf
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2.  The Transportation Planning Board of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG/TPB) 
      removed M83 highway from its Visualize 2045:  A Long Range Transportation Plan for the National Capital 
      Region, including the FY 2023—2026 Transportation Improvement Plan and its Air Quality Conformance  
      Analysis. 

.      https://www.mwcog.org/events/2021/?F_committee=196  Resolution R19-2021. Chart is page 28 of 58. 

        Yellow cells below denote changes to Montgomery County roadways from previous long-range plan. 

 

 
 

3.  The MWCOG/TPB’s draft of Visualize 2050 also removed the M83 highway as shown on the Air  
      Quality Conformity Input Table.        https://visualize2050.org/    
      The MWCOG/TPB’s federally-mandated transportation planning process for the Washington Metropolitan  
      Region concluded that excessive air quality violations would result if proposed M83 was constructed. 

       

 

https://www.mwcog.org/events/2021/?F_committee=196
https://visualize2050.org/
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4.  Montgomery County Department of Transportation’s Midcounty Corridor Study Supplemental Report,  
      dated February 10, 2017, concludes that MD 355 Bus Rapid Transit, along with intersection improvements  
      and other enhancements to existing transportation systems are superior to building M83 highway, based on 
      multiple transportation performance metrics.   

     Best Transportation Improvements for Midcounty Corridor Area, 2018 TAME Coalition report. www.tamecoalition.org 

 
Thousands of people and hundreds of properties abut the alignment of the proposed M83 
highway. Thousands more depend on the forestlands threatened by M83.  The proposed 
alignment bisects and fragments:                                              
                                                                                                         The TAME Coalition’s Tour Booklet documents  

1.  Five (5) public parks:                                                                                M83’s grave impacts to neighborhoods, natural     
 1. Great Seneca Stream Valley Park                                               resources, and public parkland. 
 2. North Germantown Greenway Stream Valley Park 
 3. Wildcat Branch Stream Valley Park 
 4.  Seneca Crossing Local Park 
 5.  Blohm Park 
 
2.  Montgomery Parks’ Seneca Creek Greenway Trail 

3.  Three (3) Montgomery Village Community Open Space Parcels: 
1. South Valley Park 

 2. Seneca Spring Way Wetlands 
 3. Stedwick Community Green Space 
                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                 

 

                                                                                                http://tamecoalition.org/      

http://www.tamecoalition.org/
http://tamecoalition.org/
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Proposed M83 highway is a fossil fuel project.  Its retention in the MPOHT:  

               

• Contradicts environmental and transit policies 
 

• Subverts sound land use planning 
 

• Debases your trusted role to protect healthy communities and quality of life 
 

• Weakens your stewardship of our public recreational lands and parkland 
  
           

                                                                                                                                                                 

Your decision regarding M83 highway is an environmental protection and social justice decision. 

We request that the Planning Board now remove proposed M83 highway from the Master Plan of Highways 

and Transitways. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

TAME Coalition 

Margaret Schoap    Diane Cameron     Tim Goodfellow    Deborah Sarabia 

 

 

 

 

tamecoalition@gmail.com 

www.tamecoalition.org 

x.com/tamecoalition 

facebook.com/tamecoalition 

 

 

mailto:tamecoalition@gmail.com
http://www.tamecoalition.org/
http://x.com/tamecoalition
http://facebook.com/tamecoalition

